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considered  part of the  aging  process  and  hence  incurable.
Paracelsus took the opposite view. On his epitaph he put the
claim that "among other incurable diseases, he was able to cure
such dire plagues as dropsy, leprosy, and podagra [gout] with
marvelous art and skill." Even today, Paracelsian doctors main-
tain that arthritis and similar diseases can be cured unless they
are in too advanced a state. Dr. Bernard Aschner, of the arthri-
tis ward at the Stuyvesant Policlinic in New York, asserts that
his cures are based on Paracelsus' description of "tartar" in
the third Paramiric Treatise.7
Everyone knows what tartar is. The dentist removes it from
the teeth. A similar substance is found in old wine casks. It is
also found in the gravel and sand which patients eliminate
painfully with their urine, and in gall and bladder stones. Para-
celsus correctly maintained that this substance is an acid deposit,
and that similar crystals, deposited in the joints, cause the pain
known as podagra or gout. This substance "burns like hell, and
Tartarus is hell"; therefore, he called it tartar, and treated un-
der the name "tartaric diseases" all joint and hip diseases, such
as rheumatism, arthritis, gout, stone, and neuralgic ailments
such as lumbago and sciatica. "Doctors boast of their anatomy,
. . . but they fail to see the tartar sticking to their
own teeth." 8
These deposits, according to Paracelsus, are food resi-
dues which the Archeus has failed to eliminate. Hence, treat-
ment should be easy. All the doctor has to do is help the body
get rid of these substances. They can be dissolved chemically
by Rochelle salt (Paracelsus used potassium tartrate, "signed"
by its name); they can be "mollified" with laurel oil and
resin compounds "until they become soft as honey and the hard-
ened joints can be stretched again and regain their former as-
pect." They can be attacked physically by strong elimination
or by tonics and a healthy diet which makes the Archeus work